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This palace was deliberately intended by Cosimo to be a
model of Renaissance architecture. It, of course, far surpassed
when built any of the other palaces at that time in Florence,
or in Italy. And it is remarkable that though it was the first
of the kind, and though it was succeeded by numerous others,
many of them of such excellence,7 it still remains unsurpassed
by any of them; the worthy leader of all the great palaces of
Florence. Professor Banister Fletcher, in his History of Archi-
tecture, takes this palace as the best example of Renaissance
architecture as applied to palaces; while he also notes that it
gives us both the first and the finest example of two things in
particular, "the solid rustica masonry, and the bold and mas-
sive cornice (eight feet in height).which crowns the structure,
and considerably aids its impressive effect." 8

Interesting, however, as this palace is architecturally, it is
still more so as the centre of so much history from the middle
of the fifteenth to the middle of the sixteenth century. This
was the home of the Medici during a hundred years, from
the time of Cosimo Pater Patriae until in 1539 Cosimo I (the
first Grand Duke) moved to the Palazzo Vecchio preparatory
to occupying the new and larger palace which he constructed
on the other side of the Arno.9 Itwas thus their home through-
out all their greatest time. Here have been entertained em-
perors, popes, kings, princes, and most of the distinguished
men of that period. Here Cosimo Pater Patriae passed his
strenuous years so full of varied labours; here Lorenzo the
Magnificent gathered round him his brilliant intellectual
coterie; here the future Pope Leo X was brought up; here his
cousin, afterwards Pope Clement VII, devised his deep-laid
schemes for the advancement of the family; here Catherine
de} Medici was born, and lived as a girl. And here nearly all
the most prominent events in Florence's history during her
most important period have,taken place.10 Not many palaces
in Europe have given hospitality to so many notable "persons
us have passed through the entrance doorway of this home of
the Medici. Migliore says that owing to the number and high